NIXON PEABODY LLP

ATTORMEYS AT LAW
990 Stewart Avenue
Carden City, New York 11530-4838
{516) 832-7500
Fax: (516) 832-7555
Direct Dial: (516) 832-7575
E-mMail. famoroso@nixonpeabody.com

Januvary 8, 2003

VIA FACSIMILE

Mr. Branden Blum

Senior Counselor

¢/o Office of Assistant General Counsel for Ocean Services
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

1305 East-West Highway

SSMC-4, Room 6111

Silver Spring, MD 20910

RE:  Proposed Briefing Scheduie, Appeal of Islander East Pipeline Company,
L.L.C., From an Objection by the State of Connecticut, Department of
Environmental Protection to a Consistency Certification for the Islander
East Pipeline Project

Dear Mr. Blum:

1 am writing to inquire about the status of the proposed briefing schedule in the above
matter. As you may recall, Islander East and the State of Connecticut submitted proposed
briefing schedules to you on December 20, 2002. We have not received any notification
regarding the briefing schedule. Accordingly, we would request that the mitial due date of any
briefing be calculated thirty (30) days from the date you notify the parties of the briefing
schedule.

_ We look forward to hearing from you and are available for any additional telephone
conferences if that would be helpful.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Frank L. Amoroso
FLA:mm
cc: David H. Wrinn, Esq. (Via Facsimile)
C1627T.
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